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EASTERN ILLINQIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations
Office: (217) 581 -5983 - Home: (217) 348-7553

89-103

March 6, 1989

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EASTERN GRAD NAMED OUTSTANDING ADULT LEARNER
CHARLESTON, IL.-A 1988 Eastern Illinois University Board of
Governors Bachelor of Arts degree program graduate has been chosen as
one of nine persons named 1989 "Outstanding Adult Learners."
Hattie Paulk of Urbana, an August 1988 Eastern graduate, was
selected as an exceptional learner from 307 nominations submitted by
teachers and administrators from 41 states during the 1988-89 National
Search for Outstanding Adult Learners.
Paulk and the other honorees will be recognized for their
outstanding achievements, initiative, and dedication in the pursuit of
learning at the National Awards Breakfast at the Capitol Hill Club in
Washington, D.C., on Wednesday, March 15.
-more-
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Coordinated by the American Association for Adult and Continuing
Education Association (AAACE), the breakfast awards program is
sponsored by more than 30 national associations and corporations and is
part of the activities celebrating National Adult and Continuing
Education Week , March 12-18.
Dr . Shirley Neal, Director of Eastern's BOGIBA program, who
nominated Paulk for the award and will accompany her to Washington ,
said she is the first graduate of the program to receive the honor and
the only award winner from the state of Illinois.
"Hattie perseveres and i s eager to continue learning. She has great
inner strength and stamina. She is truly deserving of the honor," said
Neal.
Paulk said she was not encouraged to pursue pre-college courses as
a high school student in the '60s. She went to work as a domestic but
began to take an active role in the civil rights movement.
Her turning point in adult education came when, at age 31, she
enrolled in her first college courses in sociology and psychology to
better understand the problems of inner-city kids with whom she worked .
While continuing various community projects, she pursued her
associate and baccalaureate degrees. During this period, she became a
foster mother to over 40 children with special needs.
Even though she was virtually penniless in her final semester at
Eastern due to a job-related injury and her mother too ill to help with
the children, she, nevertheless, graduated in August of 1988.
Her four children, two grandchildren, nine foster children, and
other members of her family were there when she graduated at age 45, a
culmination of 28 years of various types of education.
Paulk said a major turning point in her education was in 1981 when
she was accepted into Eastern ' s BOGIBA program.
-more-
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"Were it not for this nontraditional program, I probably would not
have completed a bachelor's degree. The BOG/BA program gave me the
opportunity to take classes off-campus and closer to home during the
evening hours. This was a convenience I needed in order not to
sacrifice the well-being of my children and foster children," she said.
She added, "In retrospect, I now see how my education has broadened
my horizons and exposed me to opportunities that I wasn't aware of
before ... My education enabled me to speak up and speak out with
assurance in support of my views and my rights. I do hope that my most
recent honor will encourage others to forget about the barriers and
work for success."
Paulk, who now heads a new program for girls at the Boy's Club in
Champaign, said she hopes to begin graduate studies in guidance and
counselling next year.
Neal said Paulk is just one of the thousands of adult citizens who
have participated in the BOG/BA program. Currently, there are 1,009
students enrolled in the program at Eastern and a total of 11,342
systemwide, which includes the Board of Governors five state public
universities: Eastern Illinois, Western Illinois, Chicago State,
Northeastern Illinois and Governors State.
Since the program's inception in 1973, there have been 1,485
graduates from Eastern and 8,000 graduates systemwide.
The BOG/BA program offers the adult student a fully-accredited
bachelor's degree which may be completed without disruption of family
or work responsibilities, Neal said.
"It is a program that enrolls people from all academic fields. I
meet with everyone who is admitted to explain the program's flexibility
and to show the variety of ways a person may meet requirements," Neal
said.
-more-
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Dr. William Hine, Dean of Eastern's School of Adult and Continuing
Education, said, "Under Dr. Neal's fine leadership, this degree program
is having a major impact on the adult citizens of the State of
Illinois ."
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